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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE VIENTIANE 6303 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SNAR, LA 

SUBJECT: 1976 EA NARCOTICS CONFERENCE 
REF: STATE 274229 

IF EA NARCOTICS CONFERENCE IS HELD APRIL 5-7 AS PROPOSED 
REFTEL, VIENTIANE WILL NOT BE ABLE TO PARTICIPATE BECAUSE 
NATIONAL ELECTIONS ARE TO BE HELD IN LAOS APRIL 4, FOLLOWED 
BY FORMATION OF NEW GOVERNMENT. IT WILL BE NECESSARY FOR 
OFFICER WHO MIGHT OTHERWISE HAVE REPRESENTED US AT CON 
FERENCE TO BE IN VIENTIANE DURING PERIOD IMMEDIATELY AFTER 
ELECTIONS. HOWEVER. SINCE WE HAVE NO NARCOTICS PROGRAM 
AND LITTLE ABILITY TO INFLUENCE LAO GOVERNMENT ON NARCOTICS 
OR ANY OTHER MATTER, OUR INABILITY TO ATTEND SHOULD NOT 
INFLUENCE TIMING TO CONFERENCE. 
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